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Year 6 

Key Learning Area - SCIENCE 
We’re off on an exciting expedition with Charles Darwin and his crew on HMS Beagle. We will visit the magical Galápagos Islands to see the 
amazing species that helped Charles Darwin to develop his theory of evolution by natural selection. We will collect specimens and investi-
gate what we find, as well as delving into much of Darwin’s own research. Do you know what’s so special about a lava lizard, or why the 
blue-footed booby has blue feet? We will see how animals adapt to their environments over time and meet some of the world’s greatest 
explorers and naturalists. This will then be linked to the evolution of humans and how inheritance and selective breeding works. Ready to 
trace the origin of species? Let’s set sail.  

MATHEMATICS 
In Maths we will be learning  about: 

• Imperial and Metric Measures:  converting and calculating with metric 

measures; miles and kilometres other imperial measures. 

• Decimals: adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing; links to fractions. 

• Percentages: links to fractions and decimals; finding percentages of an amount. 

ENGLISH 
In English, we will use our class text Darwin’s Dragons by Lindsay Galvin as a basis 
for writing a Conquering the Monster Tale and through our topic—and enjoying 
Darwin’s Tree of Life by Michael Bright— we will be researching and writing non-
chronological reports about animals from the Galapagos Islands which Darwin 
saw. To achieve this we will practice using bullet points and colons for lists; em-
bedding the passive voice; using relative clauses and including expanded noun 
phrases. Our Whole Class Reading will cover chapters from our class books as well 
as other texts linking to Charles Darwin to back up our writing.  

HISTORY 
Through our topic  we will learn about  
Charles Darwin and his importance in 
the history of Science—particularly  in 
relation to classification, natural selec-
tion and evolution.  We will also look at 
fossils, their contribution to Darwin’s 
understanding and the work of Mary 
Anning.  

ART & DESIGN 
In Art and Design, we continue to make 
detailed scientific drawings of plants in 
the style of Walter Hood Finch – a fa-
mous botanical illustrator (1817 – 1892) 
- developing our work from last half 
term. 

MUSIC 
Using Charanga, we will be learning A 
New Year Carol by Benjamin Britten, 
investigating its musical components 
and the history of the song and compos-
er, leading to a performance.  

We will continue to appreciate and 
understand a wide range of music drawn 
from different traditions and from great 
composers through our daily Morning 
Music sessions. 

RE 
The question we will be considering is:  
What does it mean if God is holy and 
loving?  We will understand that Chris-
tians believe that God is omnipotent, 
omniscient and eternal and that means 
that God is worth worshipping. Also, 
that God is holy and loving but have to 
balance this with sin and injustice. We 
learn that Christians do not all agree 
about what God is like, but follow his 
path and get to know him as a person.  

PSHE 
In PSHE Y6 will using Jigsaw  to think 
about Hopes and Dreams. We begin 
considering what our personal learning 
goals are and what steps we need to 
take for success, then we look wider to 
the world and making a differences. 

In Financial Education we will be learn-
ing about Saving and Borrowing—
considering the reasons for doing so and  
understand what Interest is and how it 
may affect decisions made.  

COMPUTING 
In Computing we will be learning all 
about Computer Systems and Networks. 
We will explore how data is transferred 
over the internet using IP addresses and 
the makeup and structure of data pack-
ets. Next, we will look at how the inter-
net facilitates online communication; 
how to communicate and collaborate 
effectively and safely.  

GEOGRAPHY 

In Geography, we will begin our topic by 
tracing Darwin’s route to the Galapagos 
islands using maps and geographical 
directions. We will also consider the 
landscape and climate of these very 
special islands and how this contributes 
to their biodiversity and interest to 
Darwin.  

PE 
In PE we will using realPE and realGym 
to continue to develop our Fundamental 
Movement Skills of Balance Co-
ordination. We will also developing  our 
Cognitive skills: understand simple tac-
tics of attacking and defending; identify 
when I am doing well and how to im-
prove; use awareness of space to make 
good decisions;  develop strategies to 
outwit opponents and increase success. 

FRENCH 
In French we will use Twinkl Planit ‘This 
is France’. We will look at topic areas 
such as your Neighbours, working out 
distances and directions, learning all 
about Paris and some famous French 
people through speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. Bilingual dictionar-
ies will be used to translate and increase 
their vocabulary.  

SMSC & VALUES 
The values we will be covering are 
Thankfulness and Friendship.  

To develop our SMSC awareness we will 
be discussing the moral issues behind 
selective breeding and genetic engineer-
ing in out topic and be encouraging the 
children to reflect on their involvement 
in World Book Day and the value of 
reading a wide range—including texts 
from different cultures and countries. 
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